Isopanisad
Sample test questions

* What are the 6 divisions of Çré Éçopaniñad? Give the verse numbers and the basic themes of each division. 

* What are the four defects of the conditioned souls? What examples does Çréla Prabhupäda give for each one?
* Srila Prabhupada says  "we are not Hindus. Our real identification is ______________."

* Why are the Vedas considered to be our mother?

* List and explain the three types of "evidences" (or ways to acquire knowledge) that Srila Prabhupada mentions.

* How does the analogy of the high-court judge relate to the relationship of the living entities and the Lord as their supplier?

* "Krsna is complete; He is not less than His creation." What point does Srila Prabhupada establish from this premise.

* What are the three types of completeness that Çréla Prabhupäda talks of in the purport to the Invocation? 

* What does the living entity have to do to realize his completeness.

* Give two ways that Srila Prabhupada says this material universe is complete.

* Explain the example of the hand separated from the body. 

* Define apauruseya. 

* Which of the four Vedas is Sri Isopanisad part of?

* What is the conclusion of the purport to Mantra One.

* What is the main subject of Mantra Two purport?

* What does Srila Prabhupada say is the conclusion to Mantra Three.

* Explain karma, vikarma and akarma. (4 pts)

* Mantra Four describes the Personality of Godhead. According to Srila Prabhupada how does this verse suggest that the Absolute Truth is ultimately a Person.

* According to Srila Prabhupada, what is the purpose of the "contradiction" given in Mantra Five while describing the Lord?"

* Which  of the following are given in Mantra Six as descriptions of the Uttama adhikari or mahabhagavat?


(a) He always renders service to the Supreme Lord.


(b) He sees the Supreme Lord within everything.


(c) He does not hate anyone.


(d) He has studied and understood the scriptures.


(e) He can convert other on the basis of his knowledge.

* Which of the following are given in Mantra Six as descriptions of the Kanistha adhikaris?


(a) He does not bother to preach.


(b) He considers God to be present only in the temple.


(c) He follows a routine formula of religion.


(d) He cannot appreciate the importance of the devotees.


(e) He sometimes quarrels with other Kanistha adhikaris.

* What four principles do Madhyama adhikaris observe?

* Describe the kaniñtha, madhyama and uttama adhikaris, as explained in Mantras 6-8, with particular emphasis on the characteristics of the uttama. (12 pts)

* In mantra seven, Srila Prabhupada discusses at length the word "ekatvam" (oneness). Which of the following are analogies used by him?


(a) heat and light are one with the fire.


(b) the salt in a drop is qualitatively the same as the salt in the ocean.


(c) a green bird enters a green tree not to become one with the tree but to enjoy 
within the tree


(d) a hand separated from the body is useless.

* Explain briefly what are the meaning and implication of the Lord being ap€pa-viddham. 

* Explain why in Mantra Nine vidya (knowledge) is said to be more dangerous then avidya.

* What are two types of so-called knowledge?

* What are two reasons why Srila Prabhupada calls modern universities "centers of nescience?"

* Name 10 of the elements of knowledge from Bhagavad-gétä, mentioned in the purport to Mantra 10 (12 pts)

* Define asambhuti.

* What point is illustrated by the following example? If a man buys a ticket to Calcutta, he will not end up in Bombay.

* Explain the common features shared between Mantras 9-11, and 12-14 (12 pts)

* Define hiranmayena patrena.

* For each of the nine processes of devotional service, give an example of a devotee who attained perfection by that process.

* Why is the Lord addressed as, "powerful as fire"?

* How does the tone of the speakers voice change in Mantras Fifteen through Eighteen (as compared to Mantras One through Fourteen).

* Paraphrase the prayers offered in Mantras 15-18 (12 pts)

